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features will appear in the night-time. In main thoroughfares,
artistic considerations ought surely to be given an important
place, and the design of lamp-posts and lanterns should be taken
up from the esthetic standpoint. Some years ago an article in
The Builder criticised severely many of the lamp-posts of
London,1 and there is no doubt that the same objections might
be taken to the designs in most cities. The same point was
referred to by Mr C. F. Lacombe in a recent paper on the street
' lighting of Greater New York. He showed a number of the
latest designs adopted in that city, in which an attempt had been
made to reconcile artistic and practical considerations, each
design being finally submitted to the Art Commission before
acceptance.2
The design of lamp-posts is the more important because they
form such prominent objects in the streets by day, as well as by
night. But there would seem to be also unexplored possibilities
in the design of globes and lanterns surrounding the illuminants
themselves. In lighting a beautiful interior no expert worth
the name would dream of using lamps j ust as they are turned
out -by the manufacturer. On the contrary, he uses all his skill
in selecting fixtures suited to the room, and in softening the
light from the illuminant by concealing it in suitable diffusing
glass globes, reflectors, or bowls, or by the use of silk or other
translucent materials. Yet in the streets, and outside buildings,
we iind both gas lamps and arc lamps in use in exactly the
form they are turned out by thousands from the works, a form
which is determined almost entirely by purely practical points
affecting their operation, and scarcely at all by the artistic
requirements of the situation. In the same way when old
lanterns are converted to gas or electric light there is commonly
little artistic ingenuity shown. All that is done is to insert a
gas burner or metal-filament lamp without any consideration
whether the new illuminant is suited to the old fitting, or
whether it could not be better arranged to show off its charm.
In the case of these old lanterns, which are equipped with
beautiful ironwork, there would seem to be one obvious and
simple step: namely, to replace the clear glass by some diffusing
variety so that the lantern appears mildly illuminated all over,
presenting a background against which the ornamental frame
can be seen as a silhouette. Placing a small source of high
1  August 21,1909.
2  Trans. Am. Ilium. Eng. Soc., May 1913.